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Haiti

LOCAL & NATIONAL VIDEO
Colorado State basketball
Prairie Mountain Publishing

Upcoming event aimed to bolster that nation's future
By Emily Clingman
For Hometown Weekly
POSTED: 12/08/2016 05:49:47 PM MST

...

MORE VIDEOS:

Erie Local Guide
(http://mylocal.coloradohometownweek
Featured Businesses
Loading...

Find Erie Attractions

(/portlet/article/html/imageDisplay.jsp?contentItemRelationshipId=7896313)

Search for a business

Students work in one of the schools that will beneﬁt from this Sunday's fundraiser. (Wynn Walent / For Hometown Weekly)

Haiti needs help.
If you go
What: Fundraiser for Haiti: a musical
event and silent auction. Musical
performances by Wynn Walent, Chris
Rippey and Folk Americana
When: Sunday, Dec. 11, from 4 to 7 p.m.
Where: East Simpson Coffee Co., 414 E.
Simpson, in The Hive
Items for auction: MP Munding
Realty will match a donation of a
significant amount
Jozy Altidore Autographed Adidas Soccer
Ball
Cruiser Bicycle from Golden Bear Bikes
Local and Haitian art and textiles
"A Taste of Lafayette" gift cards from
area eateries and breweries
Gift baskets from Wines for Humanity
Unique handmade sweater coat from
sewaGaingirls
Vintage illuminated pedestal globe
Bike tune up from Foxtrot Bicycles
And more

After Hurricane Matthew ravaged the country in
October, more than 1 million people needed aid.
Before Matthew's rage made landfall, Haitians
were still recovering from a 7.0 magnitude
earthquake that occurred in 2010. A cholera
epidemic has plagued Haiti ever since.
Community farms and entire infrastructures
have been completely wiped out. Thousands and
thousands of lives have been lost to sickness and
natural disasters in the past decade. All of this,
entangled with the nation's extreme poverty,
presents an overwhelming humanitarian crisis.
It's hard to know how to rally round Haiti.
One local man has a solution. Wynn Walent of
Lafayette has been living in Haiti since 2010 and
he wants to tell the story of what's happening
there and why he now is back home in Colorado.
"Through a great opportunity and good fortune,
I was able to adopt two Haitian boys," 35 yearold Walent said.
That's just part of the story. Walent, a musician,
will be performing songs from his new record,
"With Friends From Here and There," and
presenting a short film about Haiti at a
fundraiser from 4 to 7 p.m. Dec. 11, at East
Simpson Coffee Co., 414 E. Simpson. The event
will be in The Hive and is sponsored by MP
Munding Realty.
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Proceeds from the event will benefit Saint Luke
Foundation for Haiti.

"A lot of aid intended for Haiti doesn't not end
up in the hands of Haitian people," Walent said,
adding that international aid structures are complicated and often don not directly support the
intended recipients. "Haitians need resources in their own hands and the opportunity to take the
lead for their own development.
"Often you see organizations that
come in with their own vision and
their own experience and they try
to implement solutions in a
country that they don't have deep
roots in," he said. "Supporting
Haitian people with resources of
their own is really the way forward
for the country."

...
(/portlet/article/html/imageDisplay.jsp?
contentItemRelationshipId=7896314)
Students are shown in a school funded by the St. Luke Foundation that will
beneﬁt from Sunday's event at East Simpson Coﬀee Co. (Wynn Walent / For
Hometown Weekly)

Walent was in Peru working as an
assistant director of an orphanage,
and when the earthquake
devastated in Haiti in 2010, he
went to Haiti to help manage
volunteers and incoming aid. It
was a temporary assignment, but

Walent stayed on a while. He stayed on for six years, in fact.
After the earthquake, Walent witnessed nurses and doctors who lost their families work 18-hour
shifts at the hospitals to help the survivors. At night, they would sleep in tents. Their homes were
lost as well.
"They were powered by courage and faith and a real need to give back," Walent said. "These people
were facing loss that I can't even imagine, and leveraging resources and using them fully. I was
inspired by that."
Walent now is the assistant director of Saint Luke Foundation for Haiti, the organization he
initially went to help. What makes the foundation unique from others is that it's almost entirely
Haitian-staffed, resulting in significant change in Haiti.
"It's a different kind of development," Walent said.
Saint Luke Foundation, founded in 2000, has built three hospitals where 60,000 people have
received medical care and 32 schools, which educate 11,000 students. The foundation offers a job
creation program, a large production center (to make products to sell), housing, assistance in
replanting crops and replacing livestock and equipment destroyed by storms, clean water and
burial services when it's a hardship for families. The foundation is staffed and managed by more
than 2,000 Haitians.
Clinics and schools have been built in rural regions, creating a foundation for stability and safety in
the future. After all, Haiti is geographically challenged. Storms will come again.
The idea is to raise up a generation to be equipped to handle the issues of its developing nation,
explained Walent, adding that education is the foundation for any country to move in a better
direction. Haitian children don't have access to school like kids in the U.S. do.
"Here, you go to the school in your neighborhood," Walent said. "In Haiti, every fall, parents are
scrambling to find a school for their kids that they can afford, especially in the countryside."
Cities are extremely overcrowded because that's where most of the aid and educational
opportunities are, according to Walent. This makes crisis harder to handle for one, but it's also
difficult for outlying communities to access those resources.
"That's why we have clinics and schools in the countryside so there can be other centers for
development, industry, jobs and growth," Walent said. "We don't want to see people from
communities devastated by natural disasters rush to the city. We want to meet them where they
are at."
Walent has relocated his home base to Lafayette. He and his sons live near other family members
who will help take care of the boys when Walent travels to back and forth to Haiti for work.
His desire is to share Haiti's story with this community and raise funds for Saint Luke.
"It's dangerous to always see Haiti as a beneficiary, always waiting for our help," Walent said.
"Really, it's not that way. The Haitian people I know are constantly moving, working, seeking and
implementing solutions but they can't do that if they don't have resources. Saint Luke is putting
the resources in the hands of the Haitian people who are more than capable of creating a more
sustainable and durable future."
Walent invites the public to attend the fundraiser, where a short film about Haiti and Saint Luke
will be presented. Also, he will speak about the foundation and how residents here in this
community have become involved. Proceeds from the fundraising event (98 cents to the dollar)
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will go straight to Saint Luke Foundation. For more information, visit wynnwalent.org
(http://www.wynnwalent.org/).
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stolen from Lafayette church

1 comment • 10 months ago•

2 comments • 6 months ago•

Robert Chase — "Saying there are "no

Joe Schmoe — "Ferrante-Roseberry said

positive outcomes," one person
commented Tuesday night at the …

that the church is concerned about
defacements to their new banner and the …

Amid legal battle, Erie oﬃcials court
business for Nine Mile Corner

Louisville, Lafayette councils compare
notes on aﬀordable housing, …

1 comment • 7 months ago•

1 comment • 4 months ago•

Merlin235 — If Lafayette is concerned

Leanne Goﬀ — Raise the property taxes to

about the towns fusing together, perhaps
they should stop their own development …

many times and residents won't be able to
aﬀord the homes - look at the rates in …

✉ Subscribe d Add Disqus to your site Add Disqus Add

Privacy

(http://www.coloradohometownweekly.com)

Copyright © 2016 Digital First Media
Copyright (http://www.coloradohometownweekly.com/portlet/layout/html/copyright/copyright.jsp?siteId=19)
Privacy Policy (http://www.digitalﬁrstmedia.com/privacy-policy/)
Digital First Media (http://www.digitalﬁrstmedia.com)

NEXT ARTICLE IN NEWS

(/NEWS)

Site Map (http://www.coloradohometownweekly.com/sitemap)

Arbitration (http://local.digitalﬁrstmedia.com/common/dfm/arbitration.pdf)

×

Lafayette receives $2.8M GOCO grant
aimed at getting kids outdoors
(http://www.coloradohometownweekly.com/news/lafayette/ci_30643561/lafayette
receives28mgocograntaimedat?
source=JPopUp)

etownweekly.com/news/lafayette/ci_30643561/lafayette-

t-aimed-at?source=JPopUp)

